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(54) TIMER DEVICE FOR GAME MACHINE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To perform the control of the use 
time of a house television game. 
CONSTITUTION: A display device 15 displaying 
a plurality of time limit menus, a setting switch 
1 6 selecting one of the menus, a timer means 
performing the connection and opening of an AC 
code 1 1 and a plug socket 13 for a game 
machine according to the menu selected by the 
setting switch 16 and a key switch 17 permitting 
or prohibiting the setting of the menu to the 
timer means are provided to the case 14 
provided with the AC code 1 1 and the plug 
socket 13 for the game machine. After the menu 
is set to the timer means, the resetting of the 
menu is prohibited by the key switch 1 7 and the 
extension of the game time of the television 

game machine connected to the plug socket 13 for the game machine can 
prevented. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] Either the plug which is timer equipment for game machines connected with a game machine 
between electric light line plug sockets, and is connected to said electric light line plug socket, or the AC 
code. The case where the plug socket for game machines to which the plug of a game machine is 
connected was prepared, The display with which the time limit menu which consists of two or more 
game time amount which is prepared in said case and can use the above-mentioned game machine is 
displayed, The configuration switch which chooses one from the time limit menus displayed on said 
indicating equipment, The time limit menu chosen by the configuration switch is followed. Either the 
plug of a case, or the AC code. Timer equipment for game machines which consists of a timer means to 
perform connection with the plug socket for game machines, and disconnection, and a key switch which 
permits or forbids a setup of the time limit menu by the configuration switch to a timer means. 
[Claim 2] Timer equipment for game machines according to claim 1 characterized by preparing the plug 
electrode holder of which authorization or prohibition actuation of the time limit menu to the timer 
means by the above-mentioned key switch is interlocked with, and the plug of the game machine 
connected to the above-mentioned plug socket for game machines is fixed or canceled in the above- 
mentioned case. 

[Claim 3] Timer equipment for game machines according to claim 1 which replaces with the above- 
mentioned plug socket for game machines, is equipped with the DC power supply by which ON/OFF is 
carried out with a timer means, and supplied direct current power to the game machine from the DC 
power supply. 



[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] This invention imposes a limit on the time of a game machine, and relates to the 
timer equipment for game machines it enabled it to choose easily by one-touch by the configuration 
switch out of two or more time limit menus which prepared a setup of that time limit beforehand 
especially about the timer equipment for game machines which performs a support for youth to escape 
from the unhealthy situation of being absorbed in a game all day long. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] A game machine (following game machine), for example, a home video 
game machine The body 1 of a game machine with which the microcomputer was stored as shown in 
drawin g 5 , The actuation switch 2 called the actuation pad connected to the body 1, and AC/DC adaptor 
3 connected to DC input of a body 1, While connecting with an electric light line plug socket the plug of 
AC/DC adaptor 3 which consisted of game cassettes 4 in which the game program with which a body 1 
is equipped was stored, and was connected with the body 1 A body 1 is connected with home television 
with an interconnection cable, the actuation switch 2 is operated according to the computer image which 
equips a body 1 with a game cassette and is displayed on a television screen, and a game is performed. 
[0003] Once many attractive games, such as a shooting game which is full of speediness which excites 
to ****** if it is a child in this home video game machine by the game cassette 4, and a role playing 
game also with interesting SUTORI expansion, are supplied one after another and it begins a game, it 
will be in a nailing condition on a screen, and there is a problem which forgets time amount and is 
absorbed in a game. 

[0004] Especially, in the underdeveloped youth of self-control capacity, without the ability performing 
self-regulation, game play is performed all day long and the problem of having a bad influence on the 
mind and body on the way of development is said from the former. 

[0005] Then, the technical problem of this invention is enabling it to perform time management of a 
game machine so that a game machine may not have a bad influence on youth's mind and body on the 
way of development. 
[0006] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] Either the plug connected to an electric light line plug socket in order 
to solve the above-mentioned technical problem, or the AC code. The case where the plug socket for 
game machines to which the plug of a game machine is connected was prepared, The display with which 
the time limit menu which consists of two or more game time amount which is prepared in said case and 
can use the above-mentioned game machine is displayed, The configuration switch which chooses one 
from the time limit menus displayed on the indicating equipment, A timer means to perform connection 
between either and the plug socket for game machines and disconnection of the plug of a case, or the AC 
code according to the time limit menu chosen by the configuration switch, A setup of the time limit 
menu by the configuration switch to a timer means was considered as the configuration which consists 
of a key switch permitted or forbidden. 
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[0007] At this time, it can also consider as the configuration which prepared the plug electrode holder of 
which authorization or prohibition actuation of the time limit menu to the timer means by the above- 
mentioned key switch is interlocked with, and the plug of the game machine connected to the above- 
mentioned plug socket for game machines is fixed or canceled in the above-mentioned case. 
[0008] Moreover, it can replace with the above-mentioned plug socket for game machines, can have the 
DC power supply by which ON/OFF is carried out with a timer means, and can also consider as the 
configuration which supplied direct current power to the game machine from the DC power supply. 
[0009] In addition, with the plug of the above-mentioned game machine, the AC/DC adaptor with which 
the plug and the ac to dc converter were unified shall also be included. 
[0010] 

[Function] Thus, with the timer equipment for game machines constituted, while connecting the plug of 
a game machine to a case with a key switch by making selection of the time limit menu to the timer 
means by the configuration switch into an authorized state, by the configuration switch, one menu of the 
time of a game machine is chosen from two or more time limit menus displayed on a display, and it is 
set as a timer means. At this time, since selection of this time amount menu is performed by seeing a 
display, exact moreover, it can be rightly given to anyone easily. 

[001 1] Next, after making selection of the time menu to the timer means by the configuration switch into 
a prohibition condition with a key switch, a manager, for example, parents etc., keeps the key of the key 
switch. 

[0012] On the occasion of use of a game machine, the plug of a case or the plug of the AC code is 
connected to an electric light line plug socket. Then, a timer means starts a time check and the 
energization to a game machine is managed with a time limit menu. 

[0013] Even if it is going to extend at this time, for example, game time amount, and is going to reselect 
a time limit menu by the configuration switch, since it is forbidden by the key switch, resetting of the 
time limit menu to a timer means is inextensible. 

[0014] Moreover, at this time, it prevents that remove the plug of a game machine from a case, carry out 
direct continuation to an electric light line plug socket in what prepared the plug electrode holder which 
fixes the plug of a game machine to a case, and a game is performed by the key switch, and management 
by the timer equipment for game machines can be made to do it. 

[0015] Furthermore, in the thing equipped with the DC power supply by which ON/OFF is carried out 
with a timer means, as ac to dc converters, such as an AC/DC adaptor, are removed from a game 
machine, direct continuation of an electric light line plug socket and the game machine is carried out, 
and a game is made not to be made, and it can be made to perform management by the timer equipment 
for game machines by supplying direct current power to a game machine directly from the timer 
equipment for game machines. 
[0016] 

[Example] Hereafter, the example of this invention is explained based on a drawing. 
[0017] The timer equipment for game machines of the 1st example shown in drawing 1 The case 14 
where the plug socket 13 for game machines by which the plug (it considers as an AC/DC adaptor 
below) 3 of a game machine is connected with the AC code 1 1 connected to the electric light line plug 
socket 10 was formed, As it is indicated in drawin g 2 as the indicating equipment 15 prepared in the 
case top face, a configuration switch 16, the key switch 17 formed in the case side face, and the plug 
electrode holder 18 prepared in the case back end section It consists of timer means 19 formed in the 
interior of a case, and an indicating equipment 15 is connected with the timer means 19, and the timer 
means 19 and the configuration switch 16 are connected through the key switch 17. 
[0018] A display 15 is the drop which displays either time limit menus, such as game time amount 
which can use a game machine two or more game time amount which can be used per day, and one 
consecutive times, or current time, and in this example, in order to attain low-power-ization, the LCD 
drop is used. 

[0019] A configuration switch 16 consists of a menu switch 20 and a set switch 21, and the set switch 20 
displays a time limit menu on the display 1 5 which is performing the time stamp by operating a switch, 
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and it sets the displayed menu as the timer means 19. Moreover, the menu switch 20 is a switch for 
selection which displays said every one time limit menu on an indicating equipment 15 in order, and 
whenever it operates a switch, from the timer means 19, said menu is read and it is displayed. 
[0020] The set switch 21 and the menu switch 20 by which the contact of an internal switch mechanism 
closed the key switch 17, it changed into ON condition, and was connected to the key switch 17 when 
the handle itself serves as a key and this key was inserted and turned to the keyhole are connected to the 
timer means 19, and a setup of the time limit menu to the timer means 19 is permitted. On the other 
hand, if a key is turned to hard flow, the contact of an internal switch mechanism will slide to hard flow, 
will open, will be in an OFF condition, the set switch 21 and the menu switch 20 will be wide opened 
with the timer means 19, and a setup of a time setting menu will be forbidden. Moreover, when the 
locking device interlocked with a switch mechanism is prepared in this key switch 1 7 and a key switch 
17 is changed into an OFF condition according to that locking device, the plug electrode holder 18 can 
be fixed to a case. 

[0021] The plug electrode holder 18 is in the condition that the code hole was prepared, the power cord 
of a game machine was inserted in the code hole, and AC/DC adaptor 3 of a game machine was 
connected to the plug socket 13 for game machines, as shown in drawin g 1 . It consists of an 
engagement hook prepared in the body of an electrode holder which covers a case back end side, and its 
body, and the hook is inserted in the insertion hole prepared in the case 14 back end. The inserted hook 
It is fixed by engaging with the rod slid according to the locking device of a key switch 17. For this 
reason, it can carry out by removing and keeping a key after electrode-holder 1 8 immobilization by 
removing AC/DC adaptor 3 from the plug socket 13 for game machines, connecting with the direct 
electric light line plug socket 10, and being unable to perform a game. 

[0022] The timer means 19 For example, the clock for making timer actuation perform by 24 time bases, 
The memory which two or more time limit menus were made to memorize, and the timer counter to 
clock, It has the relay circuit 22 which connects or opens the processor which performs radial transfer, a 
display, etc., and the AC code 1 1 and the plug socket 13 for game machines. If the time limit menu 
which memory was made to memorize is set as a timer counter by actuation of the set switch 2 1 and the 
menu switch 20, it will operate a relay circuit 22 according to the selected time limit menu. For example, 
1 chip microcomputer etc. can be used for this timer means 19. 

[0023] In addition, in addition to this, while having the dry cell 24 for making a clock display carry out 
to the buzzer 23 and the timer means 19 of telling actuation of the timer means 19 to a sound, and 
driving the part and display 15 of the timer means 19 for a setup of a menu display and a menu, LED25 
which displays the cell piece of this dry cell 24 is also formed in the timer equipment for game 
machines. 

[0024] Moreover, the switch 26 for time-of-day doubling connected with the timer means 19 is formed 
in the case top face. 

[0025] This example explains that operation by being constituted as mentioned above, next describing 
the setting approach of a time limit menu. 

[0026] With this timer equipment for game machines, if the free wheel plate of the cell case on a case 
background is opened and a dry cell 24 is set, in order to perform selection of time-of-day doubling and 
a time limit menu first, since the clock and processor of the timer means 19 will operate and time of day 
will be displayed on an indicating equipment 15, current time is set up with the time-of-day doubling 
switch 26. 

[0027] Next, a key is inserted and turned to a key switch 17, the plug electrode holder 18 is removed 
from a case 14 as an ON condition, and AC/DC adaptor 3 of a game machine is connected to the plug 
socket 13 for game machines of a case 14. And the set switch 21 is operated and the display of an 
indicating equipment 1 5 is switched to the display of a time limit menu, and a time limit menu is read 
and it is made to display in order from the memory of the timer means 19 with the menu switch 20. 
[0028] Whenever this time limit menu displayed pushes the menu switch 20 once No.l 1 hour ON .... 30 
minute break No.2 2 hours ON .. 30 minute break No.3 3 hours ON .. 30 minute break No.4 4 hours 
ON .. like a break for 30 minutes The cycle mode which the game of 1 - 4 hours rests for back 30 
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minutes, and repeats the cycle, No.5 2 hours / per day .... STOPNo.6 3 hours / per day STOPNo.7 4 
hours / per day .. STOPNo.8 5 hours / per day .. STOPNo.9 Unrestricted like buzzer warning The 
DIRII mode which ends the game time amount of a day is repeatedly displayed on a display 15 by 
termination of 2 - 5-hour game time amount like 00:01. 

[0029] Moreover, a buzzer 23 is sounded with the menu of No. 1-4 of this time limit menu by five quotas 

included in a break, termination of game time amount is told, a buzzer 23 is similarly sounded with the 

menu of No.5-8 by five quotas set to STOP, and termination of game time amount is told. 

[0030] Furthermore, a buzzer 23 is sounded with the menu of No. 8 every 2 hours, and it is urged to 

cautions. 

[0031] In addition, with the menu of No. 1-8, even if the setup changes a day, it is continued, and the 
menu of No.5-8 will be initialized, if a clock becomes 0:00 a.m. 

[0032] Thus, the menu which is performed reasonable from the time limit menu displayed in order 
according to the individual difference which performs the contents of the game and a game is displayed 
on a display 15. And after selection of a menu finishes by making it display on an indicating equipment 
15 in this way and setting the menu which the set switch 21 was operated and was chosen as the timer 
means 19, the plug electrode holder 18 is attached in the back end section of a case 14, and it locks with 
a key switch 17. And a key is removed and a guardian etc. keeps it. 

[0033] In this way, a time limit menu will be set up, if the timer equipment for game machines which 
performed wearing to a game machine connects the AC code 1 1 of a case 14 to the electric light line 
plug socket 10 when using a game machine, the timer means 19 starts a time check, relay 22 will operate 
according to the set-up time limit menu, and the time of a game machine will be regulated. 
[0034] Since a setup is forbidden by the key switch 17 at this time even if it is going to extend game 
time amount and operates the set switch 21 and the menu switch 22, modification of a menu cannot be 
performed. Moreover, since AC/DC adaptor 3 of a game machine is being fixed to the case 14 with the 
plug electrode holder 1 8 at this time even if it is going to draw out the AC/DC adaptor of a game 
machine from a case 14 and is going to carry out direct continuation to the electric light line plug socket 
10, it cannot draw out but game time amount is regulated as the set-up time limit menu. 
[0035] A key is inserted in a key switch 17, it sets to ON and a menu is reset by making a setup of the 
time limit menu by the set switch 21 and the menu switch 20 into an authorized state for a game to 
change, or for those who use a game machine change on the other hand, and change game time amount. 
[0036] Thus, like, since this timer equipment for game machines makes it display on a display 15, is 
chosen and enabled it to set up the time limit menu set up beforehand by two configuration switches, the 
set switch 21 and the menu switch 20, 16, although a timer is set up like VTR using two or more 
switches, since it is not accompanied by complicated actuation, it can set up, without moreover making a 
mistake in anyone easily. 

[0037] Furthermore, the set-up time limit menu cannot perform setting modification with a key switch 
1 7, and can be carried out. 

[0038] The 2nd example is shown in drawin g 3 . The 2nd example is replaced with the plug socket 13 
for game machines of the case 14 of the timer equipment for game machines of the 1st example, and an 
example of DC power supply 30 with which a case 14 is equipped is shown. These DC power supply 30 
enable it to perform regulation by the timer equipment for game machines by controlling ON/OFF by 
the timer means 19 and forming such DC power supply 30 with it, when AC/DC adaptor 3 is removed 
from a game machine and a game machine prevents from operating without the timer equipment for 
game machines. 

[0039] The 3rd example is shown in drawin g 4 . This 3rd example is replaced with the AC code 1 1 
prepared in the case 14 of the 1st example, it is what formed the direct plug terminal 31 in the case 14, 
and it is made not to need an installation as it inserts and uses the plug terminal 31 for the direct electric 
light line plug socket 10. 

[0040] In addition, although the plug electrode holder was used as the cube type which covers an 
AC/DC adaptor in the example, as long as it is the configuration which is not limited to this and can fix 
plugs, such as the shape of a belt, what kind of thing may be used. 
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[0041] Moreover, although the example described the case where the timer equipment for games of this 
invention was used for a video game machine, if it is the game machine which is not limited to this and 
uses an AC power, naturally it can be used for anythings. 
[0042] 

[Effect] This invention is constituted as mentioned above and can perform time management of a game 
machine by having not completed modification of a setting menu with a key switch, and having carried 
out. 

[0043] Moreover, at this time, since the time limit menu beforehand set up in a setup of game time 
amount is displayed on a display and set up, that setup can carry out easily and certainly. 
[0044] Furthermore, in what prepared the plug electrode holder, since it can avoid taking out and 
inserting the plug of a game machine, the time management of a game machine can carry out better. 
[0045] Moreover, in what replaced with the plug socket for game machines, and prepared DC power 
supply, since a game machine can be prevented from operating by supplying direct current power to a 
direct game machine if it has no timer equipment, time management of a game machine can be 
performed easily. 
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* NOTICES * 

JPO and NCIPI are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 .This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 
[Drawing 1] The perspective view of the 1st example 
[Drawin g 2] The block diagram of the 1st example 
[Drawin g 3] The 2nd example is a mimetic diagram a part. 
[Drawin g 4] The side elevation showing the 3rd example 
[Drawing 5] The mimetic diagram of home TV-game equipment 
[Description of Notations] 
3 AC/DC Adaptor 

10 Electric Light Line Plug Socket 

1 1 The AC Code 

1 3 Plug Socket for Game Machines 

14 Case 

15 Display 

1 6 Configuration Switch 

17 Key Switch 

1 8 Plug Electrode Holder 

19 Timer Means 

20 Menu Switch 

21 Set Switch 

30 DC Power Supply 

3 1 Plug Terminal 
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[Drawin g 4] 
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